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OBITUARY 
Lula Virginia Hickerson Long was born in Premier, West Virginia on March 5, 1921. She 
was the fourth of 12 children born to the late Arthur James Hickerson and Lula Bell 
Hickerson (nee Martin), affectionately known to their grandchildren as Mama and Papa 
Hick. At a young age, the family moved to Ronda, North Carolina, where she spent her 
early years. 
Virginia was predeceased by siblings Connie Martin, Eleanor Morris, Margaret Patterson, 
Milton Hickerson, Bernice Gwynn, Agnes Greene, Charles Hickerson and Barbara 
Hickerson, as well as Hugh and Dolly Hickerson, who both died in infancy. Her last 
surviving sister and best frje is Roberta Harris, with whom she spent the last 20 years 
in North Carolina before final oving to the Washington, D.C. area to be near her 
children in 2015. 
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Virginia and Benjamin had a close-knit group of friends, with whom they a 
children often socialized. Many of those friends have predeceased her. One social 
in which Virginia served as President, was Nullus Secundus (Second to None). Many f 
the children of the club members remain friends to this day. Virginia and Ben and their 
circle of friends were also avid tennis players, as well as golfers. Virginia and her friends 
also belonged to a club called the "Playmates," which engaged in a number of cultural, 
sports and fun activities with their children. 
Virginia and Benjamin had a strong sense of family and instilled in their children the 
importance of family ties. Every summer, Virginia and Benjamin would pack up the kids 
and go visit each and every one of her siblings. The family first went north to 
Massachusetts and Connecticut and then off to New Jersey. (Continued) 
They then headed down south to North Carolina, including Winston Salem, Greensboro 
and Lenoir and always to the homestead in Ronda. Virginia made sure that her children 
knew all of their aunts, uncles and cousins well. In addition, although she only bore two 
children, the Long household was always full with either her mother, Benjamin's mother, 
and any number of nieces and nephews who spent either the summer in the Long 
household or a number of years there. Her children always thought they had a family 
much larger than the four who lived there. 
The family did not hav e to travel far to stay in touch with Benjamin's family, as his 
brother Claude and his ~Je ved across the street from them. His brothers Edward, 
Julius and Gene anulstf(ts ie and Ethyl and their families also lived close by in 
Buffalo. 
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Virginia leaves to mourn, her children, Mary Carter (Bertron) of Buffalo, 
Charles Long (Cathy nee Johnson) of West Odenton, Maryland, Debra Long-Do, 
late Robert W. Doyle, Jr.) of Washington, D.C.; and her grandchildren Terence 
(Sarilyn Johnson Carter) of Chicago, Illinois, Tony Carter of New York, New York, Da 
Carter of Las Vegas, Nevada, Michaela Doyle (Craig Murphy) of London, England, Marcus 
Long of West Odenton, Maryland, Skyler Doyle, a junior at Wesleyan University in 
Middletown, Connecticut and Maya Long, a high school junior of West Odenton, 
Maryland. Her grandson Benjamin Doyle predeceased her. In addition, she leaves her 
beloved sister, Roberta Harris, two great grandchildren, Julian and Jasmine Carter, 35+ 
nieces and nephews, numerous grand and great grand nieces and nephews, and a host 
of cousins, personal friends and close friends of her children, who considered her as 
their second mom. 
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Life is but a stopping place, 
A pause in what's to be. 
A resting place along the road, 
to sweet eternity. 
We all have different journeys, 
Different paths along the way, 
We all were meant to learn some things, 
but never meant to stay. 
Our destination is a place, 
Far greater than we know. 
For some the journey's quicker, 
For some the journey's slow. 
And when the journey finally ends, 
we-'11 claim a great reward, 
And find an everlasting peace, 
Together with the Lord. 
Author Unknown 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
The family of Lula Virginia Hickerson Long would like to acknowledge our sincere 
appreciation for the many comforting messages, phone calls, floral tributes, acts of 
kindness, and especially the prayers that have been sent up on our behalf during this 
difficult time. And a special thanks to the Family of Wesley Chapel (AND MOMMY'S 
CHURCH). Our hearts have been truly uplifted. God Bless You! 
All are invited to a luncheon in the Fellowship Hall immediately following the service. 
